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to be sure, in Mexico. I knew definitely, however, that the Czar appreciated the point of view that Germany and Russia could gain nothing by tearing one another to pieces, but at the best a third person would do so. It was naturally too late to send anybody on July 3 ist It may also happen that I shall be told that I over-estimated the power , of the Czar, and under-estimated Pan-Slavism. I can only state here that, following my instinct more than my reason, I advised the Chancellor to insert a peaceable paragraph into the ultimatum. I scarcely hoped thereby to hold back the wheel of fate which the Russian mobilization had set in motion, but in any case to shift the responsibility for all that was coming more exclusively upon the enemy.
On August ist I learnt in the Federal Council that we had sent a declaration of war against Russia after the ultimatum. I considered that very unfavourable for Germany. In my opinion we ought to have turned to account diplomatically the advantage that we were militarily on the defensive with regard to Russia, by leaving the declaration of war to the Russians. We ought not to have inspired the moujik with a conviction that the Emperor intended to attack the White Czar. The depreciation of our alliance treaty with Roumania was also of importance. This treaty, just like that with Italy, had been made by Prince Bismarck for defence; both States were only pledged to help us if Russia or France attacked us. By our declaration of war on Russia we formally gave the Rou-